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Using the lens of news writing, the course will emphasize the skills needed for all

emphases — excellent writing and information gathering. Strong media writing

requires more than an ability to craft clear sentences. It requires accuracy, curiosity

and attention to detail. The class encompasses a variety of activities — reading,

discussing, knowing current events, learning grammar, gathering information and

interviewing, and most important, writing and revising. You should learn:

+ to apply critical-thinking skills to evaluate the credibility of sources and
information.

+ to gather information efficiently through reading, interviewing and researching.

+ to write clearly for a variety of media while adhering to deadlines. to use
Associated Press style.

+ to use standard English grammar and usage.

+ to recognize the differences between journalistic and strategic communication
writing.

+ to apply the concepts of news, accuracy and fairness.

* to apply critical-thinking skills to evaluate others’ writing and thinking.

+ to understand the importance of following an ethical and legal framework in
Chinese journalism.
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+ to write clearly for a
variety of media
while adhering to
deadlines. to use
Associated Press
style.

+ to use standard
English grammar and
usage
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Class and
outside
writing

L0812

The class
encompasses a variety
of international
activities — reading,
discussing, knowing
current events

Quiz
Exam
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+ to apply critical-
thinking skills to
evaluate the
credibility of sources
and information.

+ to apply critical-
thinking skills to
evaluate others’
writing and thinking.

+ to understand the
importance of
following an ethical
and legal framework
in Chinese
journalism.
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Week 1
* Introduction to class
* survival guide
+ What makes writing good?
* News values/characteristics
Assignment:
* Find seven stories — one for each characteristic studied. Provide links and write
two paragraphs for each story explaining how each story selected fits the specified
characteristic (AP style, spelling and grammar count)
Week 2
* an intro to leads Assignment
+ Current events and lecture questions
» Background research
Week 3
+ Leads, nut graft, inverted pyramid
+ Characteristics assignment (via Turnltln and hard copy in class)
+ Leads (examples and critiques)
» Assign observations
+ Read Grammar and punctuation readings: Blackboard materials for Review 1;
* Leads - in class writing exercise
+ Assign background info
Week 4
* Interviewing Assignment:
+ Blackboard materials for Review 2; WWW, Verbs; Modifiers & Connecting Words
* assign interviewing tasks
* Prepare for story meeting
Week 5
* Covering meetings and speeches Assignment
+ Story meeting for community stories and profiles (come prepared with ideas)
+ Speech writing techniques
* In class writing: speech (video)
Week 6
+ Covering breaking news in the age of social media Assignment
+ Current events quiz
* In class writing: breaking news story (fire)
+ AP style #5 — grammar (available from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. online)
* Review breaking news stories
Week 7
* Writing Well Assignment:
« Grammar review for those who did not pass the first exam
+ Alternative leads
* AP style #6 spelling
* Profile source sheet (via email)
* Alternative leads in-class writing exercise
Week 8
* Research and writing in strategic communication Assignment:
+ Writing press releases and using them as sources
* In class exercises — press releases
Assignment:
* Press release
* Review notes from newsroom visits
* Newsroom visits (quiz; come prepared with quotes)
o Students doing make-up visits will be excused from the quiz but must write a
reflection paper as detailed in assignments below).



Week 9

* Ethical guidelines for news

Assignment: Read your groups profile drafts

* Ethics and biases

Week 10

+ Setting appointments

* Profile workshop #2

Week 11

* Press release (via Turnltln and a hard copy in class)

Week 12

* Using documents to bolster reporting Assignment:
+ Current events and lecture questions #10 Topic:
+ Biases and community story meeting

* Web extras

* In class exercise

Week 13

* The basics of copyright and fair use Assignment
+ Social media or Flex topic

* Full story pitch on community stories (via email)
* In class exercises on social media writing

Week 14

* Using infographics to tell a story

* Flex topic

Week 15

* Meetings

Week 16

* Wrap up and evaluations

* Community story workshop #2 ¢ Evaluations
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