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How is this semester different than News Reporting? (What are the learning

objectives? )

The answer is different for each person. Assess the areas that you most want to grow
and learn, and start from that point. I expect our advanced reporters to be able to
develop more in-depth stories, better profiles and features, etc. I also expect you to

discover something about yourself.
Reporting

Most of your work (and grade) will depend on your ability to report with authority to
help people discover Chinese traditional culture, for example, Weiqi. You will be

expected to regularly contribute to WeChat “@ 4525 #HGO” works best for the report
you are working on. Commit to relentless execution of the four strategies. I’ll head up

the classroom portion, and I’m available for editing/writing coaching whenever you

need.
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Lo312

+ to write clearly for a
variety of media
while adhering to
deadlines. to use
Associated Press
style.

+ to use standard
English grammar and
usage

Class and
outside
writing

L0322

The class
encompasses a variety
of international
activities — reading,
discussing, knowing
current events

Class and
outside
writing

L0332

+ to apply critical-
thinking skills to
evaluate the
credibility of sources
and information.

+ to apply critical-
thinking skills to
evaluate others’
writing and thinking.

+ to understand the
importance of
following an ethical
and legal framework
in Chinese
journalism.

Class and
outside
writing
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Week 1: Reports, stories and sense-making
* Introduction to class
* survival guide
+ What makes writing good?

* News values/characteristics

Week 2: The art of the riff

+ Writing tools, chaps: play with words, even in serious stories; seek original images;
riff on the creative language of others; put odd and interesting things next to each
other; place gold coins along the path.

* Read and play one game of Analogies on OneUpMe

+ Tip No. 1: find one story idea a day, every day.

Week 3: Imagination and story ideas

+ Save string

* How to cultivate the art of serendipity

+ Tip: you’ll manage four people in any newsroom. Learn the difference

+ The best question ever: what do you mean?

+ Use different colored highlighters to show trends in your writing

Week 4:Projects - putting a $50 tree in a $5 hole

* break long project into parts

» The best question ever

Week 5: projects

* limit self-criticism in early drafts

« Don’t take a pen to a gunfight

Week 6: structured journalism, blended narrative

+ Review structured journalism offers readers a different kind of story

experience
Week 7: professional health: building resilience into your work
* Recruit your own support group
Week 8: notes and note-taking
+ Begin sentences with subjects and verbs
+ Order words for emphasis
+ Be passive-aggressive
+ Take two pens. Three if you’re feeling wild.
Week 9:the ladder of abstraction redux
* set the pace with sentence length
+ vary the lengths of paragraphs; then watch the video with pace and rhythm in
mind
Choose the number of elements with a purpose in mind
Know when to back off and when to show off
Climb up and down the ladder of abstraction
Tune your voice
Week 10: sourcing
+ Get the name of the dog



* Reveal traits of character

Week 11:0h the rules you’ll break

* make a personal list of overused words. Then monitor them
* Your moment of Zen (aka “what happens to you when you don’t make deadline”)
Week 12: Polls, surveys and other damn lies

* FIND: At least one news report with a poll in it. Bring it to class.
* Numbers are your best friend. Unless they aren’t

Week 13: TBA

+ Cut Big, then small

* Prefer the simple over the technical

Week 14: TBA

Week 15

* Meetings

Week 16

* Wrap up and evaluations
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